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THE 


PREFACE. 


Ain Pomp and Luxury has 

ſo far prevailed with thoſe 

that wou'd be. called the fair 
Sex, that, it ſeems it were ill man- 
ners to queſtion the lawfulneſs there- 
of. An nniver ſal eruption and diſo- 
lution of manners, in many of them, 1s 
come to that pitch, that they ſeem, 
almoſt, paſt reclajming. Lemadneſs 
and Debaucherie is ſo ordinary 4 
ſport amongſt many, not only of the 
inferior ſort of women ; but alſo among 
ſome ( if 1 may not ſay many ) of 
the firſt rank and quality ; that C bri- 


42 ſtian 


The PREFACE, 
ftian modeſty, ſo eſpecially recm. 


mended to the femal Sex, 1s not. 
ly forgotten, but even contemned an 
trodden under foot. - St. Paul not os | 
ly exhorts, but alſo ſeems to commund 

women to adorn them- 
T1. Tim. c. ſelves in modeſt Ap- 
2.v.9. 10. parel with ſhamefaced- 

neſs and ſobriety ; no 
with broidered hair or gold 
rearlsor coſtly aray z but ( whid 
becometh women profeſſing God: 
lineſs with good works. Aw 
"St, Peter to the ſame effett. Whoſe 

adorning ( ſays he le 
I. Pct.c.3. It not be that outward 
v. 3. 4. of plaiting the hair 

and of wearing of 


gold, or of putting on of appt 
rel, but let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which 1s not 
corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, which 1s, 
in the ſight of God, of great pee 


And 
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yet no Age of Paganiſm 
cond ever paralel the Pomp and 
Luxuy of women pretending to pro- 
fe Chriſtianity, whilſt, ſo many 
thouſands of the livinz members of 
Feſws Chriſt, I mean the poor, arc 
expoſed to the injury of hunger and 
cold, with, ſcarce, FA many YAgs 4s 
will cover their nakednef, and can 
hardly extort, with a great deal of 
1mportunity, one ſingle farthing, frons 
ſome of thoſe Ladies, who have, God 


knows, how many pounds worth of 


Ribands, of Patches, of Gold and 
Silver Lace, and other ſuperfluous 


Vanities to deck their ' heads and 
beels. 


It was this dolefull conſideration, 
and a Zeal of thoſe precious Souls 
captivated by the Devil, that moved 
me to tranſlate ths ſmall Treatiſe 
of the Holy Martyr Sr. Cyprian ; 
in hopes that ſome of thyſe Ladies, 

4 3 who 
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who will not ſcruple to caſt away fou 
or five hours a day upon a Comedy 
wou'd beſtow, at leaſt, an hour « 
two on the reading of thus, to ſu 
how different a ſenſe this great man 
had of the Fomp and Luxury, ſo 


commen now a days, from ſome mer-| 


cenary Paſtors, and blind pretended 
Spiritual Guides, who crimmally be- 
tray the word of God, with falſe 
gloſſes and interpretations , where- 
with they not only countenance, but 
alſo ſeem to abet theſe corruptions; 
as if. ſuch plain text of the Scry- 
ture needed any other comment, than 
the bare reading. Not that I aart 
' hope to be able to reclaim man 


( for alas! ſuch ts the corruption of | 


our Age, that few will give them- 
ſelves the time to read it, much lef, 
take it to heart ) but that, ſince we 
are accuſtomed to pay a great deal 
of wveneration to antiquity, and that 
the words of men eminent for picty and 
learning 
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learning, eſpecially ſuch as flouriſhed 
in the primitive Church and pureſt 
times of Chriſtanity, are of great 


-wtight ſome. vertuous Ladies and 


Gentlewoman, conſidering ſeriouſly in 
what abomination this holy and learned 


Martyr held this Pagan Pomp, fo 
much improved, in our days, by Chri- 


ſtian women, who, notwithſt anding, 
ſolemnly renounced it intheir Baptiſm, 
word reform their Childrens Man- 
ners after this original ;, which may 
be eafily done, by moderating the ex- 
ceſs of their dreſſes, by retrenching the 
extravagance of their pleaſures, and 
diver ſions, eſpecially that of the The- 
atre, where Modeſty and ſhamefaced- 
neſs i eaſily ſhipwrackea, and immo- 
deſty and barefaced impudence ſoon 
learned; but more particularly, by 
imploying ſome part of that time which 
u thrown away upon diverſion, tt prac- 


| tifing ſome works of Piety and Devo- 


tion, And ſince 1 come to talk of tho 
Theatre; 
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Theatre ;, I hope the devout Reader 
won't be ſorry I make this dioreſſn, 
to give him St, John Chritoſtoge 
that learned and vertuous Biſhop o 
Conſtantinople, his ſence of #, 
This great Mau having lived a great 
while in two Imperial Cities, Vit, 
Antioch and Conſtantinople, bad 
often occaſion to Preach againſt tht 
diſorders of the Theatre. The Co 
medy, ſays he, is the School of De- 
bauchery, the Accademy of incon- 


tinence, the chair of peſtilence. 


There you ſhall ſee lewd Women 
repreſenting Adulteries and pro- 
nouncing Blaſphemies. When you 
come from the Theatre, with 
what face can you look upon your 
Wife, your Children, your Ser- 
vants, your Friends ? And agav 
be confutes the ſilly pretences and fot- 
liſh cauſes of thoſe that goes thert. 
Theſe are bis Words, What harm 
is it,fay you,to go to the Coop 
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does that deſerve a ſeparation 


from the Communion ? ( for # 
ſeems he uſed to Excommunicate ſuch 
a went. ) And 1 ask you, can there 
be a greater crime than to come 
mmpudently to the Holy Table, af- 
ter being polluted with Adultery ? 
Yes it's a kind of Adultery to go 
to the Comedy ; and if you do not 
believe me, give ear to the Words 
of him whois to Judge our lives. 
Jeſus Chriſt ſays unto us, that who- 
ſoever looketh on a Woman to 
Inſt after her, hath ' committed 
Adultery with her already in his 
Heart : What may be ſaid then of 
thoſe who go on purpoſe to theſe 
places, where they ſpend the day 
in looking vpo n Women who 
have not the beſt Reputation in 
the World ? With what Face will 
they maintain that they have not 
looked. npon them with Luſtful 


Eyes ? Since there is nothing to 
be 
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be-heard,but laſcivous words ; no. 


thing to be ſeen, but immodeſ 
actions : There. you ſhall hear + 
morous Songs, there youare char. 


med with conſorts of Muſick, pro» | i 
er to excite the moſt ſhameful | 


Paſſions; there you ſhall ſee Wo- 
men trim*d with falſe features and 
colours, decked and arrayed for 
to inſpire Love. There the andi- 


ence Is in a confuſion, and a certain 
ſloath, which puſhes them forward 
to the Lewdaeſs, which this fatal 
train inſpires them with. The 
Mulical Inſtruments, the conſorts 
and the Airs, are not leſs dange- 
rous ; they do unhappily flatter and 
ſoften the Heart, and prepare it to 
run into the Net which is ſpread 


by theſe unfortunate and depr | 
ved Women. For, if in the Church | 
where Pſalms are Sung, where the 


Scripture is expounded, where we 
have continually the fear of God 
before 
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before our Eyes, and ſtand with 


an awful reſpe&: if, I fay, even 
in this venerable place, Luſt creeps 
in, how ſhall thoſe, who are daily 
at the Play, who neither ſees nor 
hears but -what is prophane and 
dangerous, who are filled with 
unclean thonghts, whoſe Eyes and 
Ears are continually attacked, be 
able to reſiſt the motions of Luſt ? 
or if that be impoſſible, how will 
they excuſe themſelves from the 
crime of Adultery? And if they 
are Adulterers how can they pre- 
tend to-enter into the Church and 
partake of the Sacred Table, un- 
leſs they Repent. Thus far St. 
Chriſoſtome. 


As for the * Author of this Trea- 


 tiſe I need not Jay any. more ofhim, 


his Learned and P;ous works ſuffici- 
ently declare his Charafter to the 
World. This only I will ſay, _ 
what 
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what he writ or Preached, the ſan 
he confirmed by his works in his Life, 
and at his death ſealed it with hi 
Blood. Touching the tranſlation, which 
is my own Part, I am not aſhamed 
to own that it bft a great deal of 
it's Luſtre and Beauty in the change, 
However, if it pleaſe Almighty Gua 


to give it bis. Bleſſing, I hope ut vill 


be of ſome profit to the aa if fo 
T have my end. 


- 


(1) 
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| The Book of the Holy Martyr 


| þ St. CYPRIAN Arch-Biſhop 


of Carthage ; of the Dicipline 
- and Habit of Virgins. 


Iſcipline the guardian of Hope, 
the keeper of Faith, the 
| Guide in the way of Salva- 
a tion, the Fewel and Nutri- 
_ a good Inclination, the Miſtreſs 
ff Virtue, cauſeth one to abide conſtant- 
 lyinChrift, to live in God, and to arive 
ily at the Heavenly promiſes, and 
Divine rewards, To follow this is Sal- 
vation ; but to contemn and neglect it, 
is Mortal. The Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks in 
| the Plalms, Hold faſt the Diſci- 
Plane leſt perhaps the Lord ſhould Pal. 2. 
be angry, and ye periſh from the 
Br þ | 
right way, when his anger will be ſuddenly 
' kindled againſt you. And again 
God ſaith to the Sinner, why doſt Pal. 49. 
thon deelare my Righteouſneſs 
A 


(2) 
and takeſt my Covenant by thy Moth! 
Since thou hateſt Diſcipline, and rejefte| 

my words, And again we read 


Sap. 3. He that caſt s off Diſcipline ii | 
F unhappy. And from $ olopi © 


we receive the Commands of Wiſdon 
adviſing, Ay Son do not neglett the D; 
ſcipline of the Lord, neither bt 
Prov. 3. weary of his correftion, for whon 
the Lord loveth; bg co 
If then God loves whom he. corrgtts, 
correts him that he may mend; 
Brethren Likewiſe, eſpecially the Prieſt 
do not hate but love thoſe whom tl 
correR, to the end they. may | 


fince God, by. his Prophet Feremia5ghy | » 


foretold it, and our days have declared 


it. I will give you Paſtors | : 


ler. 3. cording to mine heart gwhich hd 
| feed you withChaſtening. yea 
then, that in the Holy Scriptures d0 

old and new ; Diſcipline is always cat 
manded ; and that the Foundation 


Religion and Faith proceeds from feat 
and obſetvance z what ſhould we mote| 
earneſtly deſire ? what. more willing 
embrace ?That, having taken a deep "w 
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and folidly fixed our habitation upon 
that firm rock, we may ſtand unſhaken 
againſt the Storms and Tempelts of this 
World; that by thoſe divine precepts 


m | We may attain to the gifts of : 
li þ.cnſdering likewiſe and underſtanding, 
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that our Members being the Temples of 
Ged, purified and cleanſed from all the 
dregsof the old Contagion, by the ſani- 
fication of the Sacred ablution, it is not 
lawtull either to Defile, or Polute them, 
ſceing, he that defiles ſhall be defiled. 
We are the Tillers and Rulers of thoſe 
Temples, let us therefore ſerve him, to 


whom we belong. St. Paul ſays, you do 


mat belong to your ſelves, for ye are bought 


at agreat Price, Glorifie and carry God 
in your Bodys ;, let us glory, and carry 
Godin a pure and unſpotted body ;and 
Lond Joke Crit ef us obey with 
our 5 iſt, let us obey with 
all wbmiſſion the Commands, of our Re- 
deemer, and let us endeavor, that no im- 
pure nor Pr thing be brought in- 


to the Temp of God, leſt he being of- 


fenged, ſhou'd farſake the ſeat where he 
dwels, Theſe are the Words of the 
A2 | Lord 


(4) 
Lord. toth ſaving and teaching, hel 


ing and admoniſhing ; Behold thou a 


made whole, Sin no more, leſt a wok 
thing come unto.thee, He preſcribes hin 


the Manner of living he gives himth | 


Law'of Innocence after .he had giyen4 
him Health. Neither does he ſuffer hm 
to give the reins to his Paſſions,” bit 
threatens him with more grieyons evil 
than thoſe whereof he was cured: 
cauſe it is a leſſer offence to have Sinned 
before he had known the Diſcipline d 
the Lord, which once known is almol: 
Jn. men if Infringed. . Let Me 
an 


Women, Boys and Maids, let every 


Sex and age look'to this, and ſee that 
for the Religion and Faith which 
ow to Almighty God, that pure 
Holy thing which they have received 
from his bounty, be not ſlightly look! } 
after,ſince itis written: Hertha 


Mat. 10. Perſervers wito the end (hall | 


ſaved. © 
Now my diſcourſe is unto you 6 Vir 
gins, of whom I have ſo much the gre 
ter care, by how much your ops 6 
the more ſublime. ( Virginity np . 
ow 


» 
| 


ſ 


(5s) 


Flower of. the Eccleſiaſtical Bloſſom, the 
glory and Ornament of Spiritual grace, 
a feet Inclination, an intire and ſollid 
wark,, the Maſter-piece of praiſe and 
honox, the Image of God, an{w2ring to 
» the Lords Holyneſs, the molt Illuſtrious 
portion of the flock of Chriſt. The glo- 
rious fecundity of our Mother the 

. Church, by theſe and in theſe doth abun- 
dantly Flourith : And by how much this 
ſpreading Virginity adds to its Number, 
much it increaſes theJoy of it's Mother: 

To theſe we ſpeak, theſe we exhort by 
Love rather than by: power : not that, 
as being higheſt and lowelt,' but Conlc;- 

. ous of our own meannels, we do aſſume 
any Liberty of Cenſuring; but rather 
out of our tenderneſs for them, we 
much more fear the aſſaults of the Devy. 
Neither is this a needleſs caution. or an 
empty. fear, which takes care of the way 
of Salvation, which preſerves the whole- 
lome precepts of the Lord, that. thoſe, 
who Conſecrated themſelves to Chriſt, 
and by renouncing Carnal Concupil 
cence, have intirely devoted their Souls 
and Bodys to God, ſhould finiſh that 
A3 work 


(6) 
work which is deſtined to a great R 
ward ; nor. be Sollicitous to adorn,« 
pleaſe any, but their own-Lord, 
whom they expect the Reward of thi 
Virginity, ſince he himfelf fays: Alca 
not recerve this ſaying, ſave theyto 
it is grven, For their are ſo 
Mat. 19 Emunuchs, which were ſs bm 
from therr Mothers womb, mi 
there are ſome, who were made Emmet 
of Men; and there be ſome Ennh 
which have made themſelves Eunuchs 
the Kingdom of Heaven. So rp 
this voice of the Angel, the gift of C 
tinence is declared, Virginity isPreath 
© ed: Theſe are they which we: 
"Ap0. 14. not defiled with Women, 
| they are Virgins, theſe art 
which follow the Lamb mwhither ſoever 
goeth, . Neither doth God promiſe th 
grace. of Continence to Men only, an 
torget the Women, but becauſe the wo 
man 1s a portion of the man, and ws 
taken from him and formed, God ſpeak 
eth, commonly in all the Scriptures, 0 
him that was firit formed, becauſe 
are both in one fleſh, and by the Maby 
Igtl 
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fignified likewiſe the Woman. But it 
Crmene doth follow Chriſt, and 
oe Cogn for the Kingdom 
have they ( Vir in) to 
vo rm deckings kt Orna- 
wht, with which whilſt they covet to 
e men, they offend God, not re- 
ng that it al written they 
4 ac men are Confouided, Pſa. 51. 
4 maketh no account of 
; and that St. Pax! hath likewiſe 
glorious and Sublime manner 
wo / TA T yer pleaſed men, 
the Servant of - Gal. 1. 
Sr coufien and 
* dos not conſi{t in the integri- 
ofthe Fleſhalone, alſo in the Mo- 
-and Simplicity of the Exterior or- 
haments, that according to St, Paul, the 
"thats not Married, may be Ho- 
both in Body avid in Syirit. The ſame 
le feacheth ſaying ; He that is un- 
married careth for the things that belong 
t9.the Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lora, 
bur he that #5 A avid careth for the 
the things that are of the W, orld, how he 
May pleaſe his Ys So likewiſe, the Vir- 
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(8) 
61n and the Unmarried Woman careth ft 
the things of the Lord, that ſhe may be Hr 
ly both in Body and Spirit. A Virgi 
ought not only to be ſo, but alſo to 
underitood, and believed to be fiich : to 
the end that when ſhe is ſeen nobody »'- 
may doubt-her being a Virgin, Per. 
fetion ſhoud extend it ſelf equally toall 
nor ſhou'd the Ornaments of her Body | 
blaſt the fame of her Mind, Why ſhout = 
ſhe appear decked or adorn'd, as if ſhe | 
had a Husband, or ſought one ? If ſhe 
be a Virgin, let her rather fear to pleaſe, 
thandeek to endanger her ſelf, being de- | 
ſigned for better and more Heavenly | 
things; Let ſuch as have no H 
whom they wou'd feign to pleaſe, be 
pare and perfe& not only in body, but in 

pirit alſo : For it is not Lawfull fora 

Virgin to deck her Features, nor to glo- ) 
ry in her fleſh, or it's Beauty ; whereas 

all their endeavors ſhou'd be bent againlt 

the Fleſh, and their moſt obſtinate itrife, 
in ſubduing and mortifyeing their Bodys. 
Se.Paud with a lotty Voice cries 
Gal. 6, out, God forbid that I ſhowa 
Glory, ſave in the Croſs of 
PI 


(9) 


orr-Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the 


World is Crucified unto me, and I unto 
the World, And muſt a Virgin in- the 
Church: of Chriſt, glory in the ſhape of 
her Fleſh, and Beauty of her Body ? St. 

Paul adds, Thoſe that are Chrifts have 
Crucefied their Fleſh with their Vices and 
Luſts. And muſt ſhe, who profeſſes to 
haye renounced the Vices and Concu- 
piſcences of the fleſh, be overtaken in 
thoſe things to which ſhe has Renounc- 
ed? when yu are found ſo, O Virgin, 
its eaſy to diſcover what you are; you 
boaſt of one thing and you affe& another: 
pn your ſelf wit | Spots of carnal 

ncupiſcence, whilit, at the ſame time 


you wou'd paſs for a Candidate of pu- . 


rity and Modeſty, .Cry ſays the Lord 
to Eſaias, all Fleſh is Graſs, and all the 
goodlineſs thereof is as the Flower of the 
Field : The Gu mithereth, and the Flow- 
er Fadeth, but the Word of the Lord re- 
maineth for ever. It becometh no Chri- 
ſtian, much leſs a Virgin, to value her 
ſelf upon any Honor or Glory of her 
Fleſh, but to thirſt after the Word of 
God, and embrace the things that will 
endure 


T10) 
endure for ever,. -Or if the muſt Gloy 
in the Fleſh, then Indeed ſhe may, when 
ſhe: is Tormented for owning her Pro 
feſſion,,wben ſhe diſcovers more 'fort|- 
tude, tho'n Woman, than'the men who 
torture her, when ih 
the Croſs, or the Sword, or the Beafts, 
that ſhe' may -be Crowned. - theſe are 
the moſt precious Pearls of the-Fleſh 
theſe the moſt Glorious/ornaments'\ 
the Body: But there are ſome rich Wo- 
men, Who abounding with a plentiful 
Fortune, 'love their Riches, and Main- 
tain that it is Lawful touſe their goods 
to their content ; firſt - let ſuch know, 
that ſhe is truly Rich, whois 'Rich in 
God : that the has true Wealth, whok 
Wealth is Chriſt: that theſe are the 
true Goods, which are Spiritual, Dt 


vine, Heavenly, which guides us to God, | 


and which we enjoy, with God for ever. 
Moreover what ever earthly things we 
poſſeſs in this World, and muſt leave 
after us, are as much to be contemned 
as the World it ſelf is Contemptible, 
whoſe Pomps and Allurments we re- 
nouynce upon our Happy journey to on 


e ſaffers Fire, or 
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* 7 Log will, but. the Will of him 
that {e 


_ & 17> ee? 3 
$.7obn firs and exhorts us, and with a 
Reavevly . voice conjures us, ſaying: 
Love not the World, neither the 
thung#. that - are in the World, Jon. 2. 
w* any men love the World,; the 
Lowe of the Fathers is not in him. For 
al that is in the World, the Luſt of the 
, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of \Life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the World : and the World paſſerh 
away, :and the Luſt thereof : but he that 
deeth the will of God, abideth for ever, 
even as God abideth for ever, We muſt 
then purſue the things which are Eter- 
nat and Divine, and do all things accor- 
ding- to the Will of God, we mult fol- 
low the footſteps of our Lord, and his 
Divine original, who taught us, ſaying 
I did not come down from Heaven to 


nt me. And if the Servant be 
not greater than his Maſter, and the 
Freeman oweth Obedience to him that 
made him free ; ſurely, we that defire 
to be - accounted Chriitians, . ought in 
i reaſon to immitate that, which-Chriſt ] 
& done, It is written , It 15 read, it 
is: 


(12) | 
xs beard, and it js publickly declared ig 

theChurch;that,he that abideth | 
Joa. 2, #n Chriſt ought himſelf. to wall, 

even as he hath walked. We 
muſt tread in the ſame path with him, 
we muſt endeavour to follow him with + 
a Holy emulation. Then the purſuit of | 
truth will anſwer the Faith we profe,, | 
and the Reward of Faith is given to him 
that believes, if he a&s according to his 
belief, 

Thou ſayſt thou art Rich: but St. 
Paul prevents thee in thy riches, and 
with a Heavenly voice preſcribes, how 
thou art to Moderate thy Dreſs. Let | 
Women, ſays he, adorn themſelves in m- | 

deft apparel with ſhamefacaneſs | 
1. Tim, and Sobriety : not with broiderd 

x Hair or Gold, or Pearls or Coſt 
ly Aray, but ( which becometh Women 
profeſſing Godlineſs with good Works. St. 
Peter likewiſe is of the ſame Opinion, 

' ſaying, whoſe Adorning, let it 

1. Pet. 3. not be that outward of platin 
| the Hair, of wearing of Gall 

ar "of putting on of Apparel : but let it be 
the hidden Ornament of the Heart. And 


i | 
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( 13) | 
if the Apoſtles do. admoniſh thoſe. Wo- 


men,who,on pretence of their Husbands, 


do excuſe their. gaudy Dreſſes, to re- 
taigang Moderate themſelves to a Re- 
| a, 9 ſervance of the” Eccleſiafti 
acipline.: how-much more ought a Vir: 
gin to obſerve it, who can pretend tono 
Fa Allowance ; nor faſten the falſhood 
of her fault- upon another, ſince ſhe her 
ſelf is the only perſon to whom it can 
be aſcribed. You ſay, you are Rich, but 
all that is in your power, is not fit to be 
done; neither ought thoſe Tedijous de- 
fires which proceed from Worldly Am- 
bition to extend further, than what is 
ſutable to the Honor and Modeſty of a 
Virgin. Since it 15 written all © 
things are Lawfull unto me, 1. Cor. 6. 
but all things are not expedi- 
ent. Beſides,if you give any Marks ofGal- 
lantry in your Dreſs, and walk remark- 
ablely in publick, if you attract and 
draw the Eyes and Hearts of Young 
meri upon you, if you Cheriſh the Luit 


- of their deſires, if you kindle the Flames 


of their Hearts, ſo that you make them 
periſh, tho' you do not periſh, and L. 
I 
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ESTI: 
kill thoſe you ſee, as it were with Sword 
or Poiſon, you cannot be excuſed, asif 
your mind were  Chaſte and Modeſt: 
your immadeſt Dreſs and your Strut- 
pet-like Ornaments reproach you : nor 
can you be reckoned among 
and Virgins of Chriſt, who lives in the 
World ſo, as that you may be Lov'd, 
© Youſay, youare Rich; buta Virgin 
oubtit; not to boaſt of her Riches: ſince 
the Holy Scripture ſays. What 
Sap. 5. did our Pride advantage us, 
| or what did the I"anity of ow 
Riches avail us? For all hath paſſed 
way like a Shaddow. And again the A 


ftle exhorteth, ſaying. And they that iy 


as tho' they Poſſeſſed not ;, and they that we 
this World, as not abuſing it, for the "4 
ſlion of this World pafſeth away.. Peter 
likewiſe to whom the Lord gave” 1n 
charge to feed and keep his flock, upon 
whom he founded his Church, denies to 
have Silver or Gold : but affirms that 


he is Rich in the grace of Chrilt, and ' 


Wealthy in his Faith and power, where- 
with he might work many aud Wonder: 
full Miracies, and abound in'Spiritual 

9000S 


(15) 


'$odds for his glories, ſake, this} Wealth, 


eſe Riches cannot be poſſeſſed by him 
who won'd rather be Rich in this world 
then'in Chriſt, You lay, yau are Rich 
and Wealthy, and think you, may ufe 


theſe things which God was willing yon 
—Fou gY 


els : do ſo, uſe them, but let 


it be for things that tends to. your Sal- 


vation; make uſe of them to good pur- 


poſes, uſe them as the Lord hath ſhewed 
and Commanded you. Let the Poot 
perceive that you are Rich, let the 


eedy find that you have Wealth, give 
out your Patrimony to God upon uſe, 
teed Chriſt : that you may bear away 
the glory of your Virginity, and Hap- 
pily attam to the reward that attends 
it, have the Prayers of many. Depolſite 
your Treaſure, where no Thief can dig 
up, Where no fly Knave can break in, 
Acqure Riches, but let it be 'in Hea- 
ven,*where your Frait will be Perma- 
nent-and Everlaſting, ſecured from the 
_ of any Secular injury, where 
Ruſt cannot Fat it, nor Hail break it, 
nor the Sun burn it, nor rain ſpoil it. 
for you Sin againſt God, even m this 
| very 


(16 
very thing, if you believe, Riches w 
bro __ for _ other 'end;, than. 
work your Salvation. For, tho' God 
ve Man a Voice, he ought not there- 
fore to ling- Laſcivious and " 
ongs- therewith ; he - Created Ironto 
Till the Earth, yet we muſt not commit 
Murder with 1t : nor.muſt one Sacrifice 


to Idols, becauſe God produced Incenk,, 


"Wine, .and Fire; neither muſt you of- 
fer ViRimes to their Altars,becauſe your 
Fields abound with flocks of Cattle, Q- 
therwiſe a large Patrimony is a Temp- 
tation, if not turned to good uſe: ase- 
very oneaboundeth in Riches, ſo ought 
he rather to redeem than increaſe hi 


ſins. Notable Marks in Cloaths and 


Ornaments, and Laſcivious dreſſes, be- 
come none, but Proſtitute and Immodeſt 
Women, and no habit is more Precious 
than theirs whoſe Modeſty is leaſt 'e- 
ſteem'd. So in the holy Scriptures,where- 
with the Lord wood _ us be taught 
and admoniſhed, that whore-like, and 


proudly decked City, which with its 


Ornaments, or rather, for its Orna- 


ments, was to periſh, is deſcribed... And 


there. 


L 
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(1) 
there came, days St. John, ane... , 
of the Feaven Angels which had. Apo. 17: 
the Seven Vials, ond talked art 
me, ſayings come. bitoer,; 1 will ſbew un- 
to thee, the Fudgment 0 f the great Whore, 

- that ſateth upon mary ates : withwhem 
the-Kings of tve E.wth have commttted 
Fornication, So he carried me away in 
the Spirit 4nto the. Wilderneſs : and I ſaw 
a Woman ſitting upon.a Beaſt ;, and the 
Woman was arayed.in Purple, and Scar- 
let Colour, and Decked with Gold, and 
precious Stones, and Pearls, having a Gol- 
den Cup in her band full of Abominations, 
and filthieſs of her Fornications, Letall 

. Chaſt and Modeſt Women ſhun the 

| | Deckingsof the Inceſtuous, let them de- 

telt the dreſs.of Strumpets, the Marks 
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of-Bawds, and the ornaments of whores. 

In like mariner the Prophet Eſazas re- 

pleniſhed with the Holy Ghoſt crys out, 

 , and reproathes the Daughters of Soy 

| which were corrupted by their Gold 

and Silyer,atd Aray,and ſeverely Chides 

aſe ta ;abou of _ Pernicious 
Wealth, . Becauſe, ſays he, 

the Daughters fo, Son are Ela. 3. 

Haughty, 


(18 ) 
Haughty, and walk with ſtretchil 
forth Necks, and wanton Eyes, Walkin 
and Mincing as they go, making a tin: | 
ling with thetr Feet : therefore the Liri © 
will ſmite with a_Scab the Crown of the 
Head of the Daughters of Sion, and th 
Lord will diſcover their ſecret parts jnthat | 
day,the Lord will take away the Bravery if | 
their Tinkling ornaments, and their cails, | 
and their reund Tires like the Mom, 
the Chains, and the Bracelets, and tht 
Mufflers, the Botmers, and the ornament 
of the Legs, and the Head-bands, and | 
ibe Tablets and the Ear-rings ; the chang | 
able fuits of Apparel and the Mantlt, 
and the Wimples, and the Cryſpingyin. \ 
Andir ſhall come ro paſs, that mſttad of | 
a Sweet ſmell, there ſhall be a Stink, and 
imflead of a Girdle, -a Rent, and inſtead 
of well ſet Hair there ſhall' be Baldneſs. | 
his is what God blames, 'this is what 
he remarks: hence it is, that he pro 
nounces Virgins Corrupted, henee it b 
that he declares that they have degene- 
rated from the true, and divine Orni 
ment. Being Exalted, they fell : being, 
Decked, they deſerved Dirt and filthy 


nels; 


(19) 
neſs; when they put on Silks and Pur- 
plethey cannot be cloathed with Chriſt, 

mg decked with Gold, and Pearls, 
nd Precious ſtones, they looſe the Or- 
naments of their Hearts and Minds, 


T7 Who weau'd not deteſt and abhor that 


which was ſo fatal to others? Who 
wou'd covet or deſire, that, which was 
like a ſword or Dart tothe ruin.of 6- 
thers? If you had ſeen one Drink a Cup, 
and Die, you wou'd foon gneſs his drink 
= Poiſon ; if yon el tn, one wr 
and expire, you wor'd ju at, what 
he eat was Mortal, that Bd ſo ſoon 

; neither wou'd you eat or drink of 


* That, whereof you had feen others Die. 


| 


Now what weakneſs of Underſtanding, 
what Blindneſs, whatMadneſs is it,to co- 
vet that, which always has& does offend? 
What madneſs is't, to' think that 'you 
Will not Periſh b chat, rherewith, you 
are Conſcious, {o many to have been 
Killed ? For God, did uot make ſheep 
of Purple or Scarlet Colour, neither 
did he teach men to Die and Colour 
Wool with the juice of herbs, or with 
Violet, nor has he ordained —— 

ct 


AY in 


( 20 ) 
beſet: with, Gold, Pearls, and precio 
ſtones orderly ranked, that you may 
hide the Neck which he has made, that 


covered, aud what the Devil bad inven- 
ted may appear, Wou'd God have 
Wounds to be made in ears, wherewith 
the Innocent babes that knows no evil, 
are Tormented, . that Precious grains 
may hang at thoſe Wounded ears, grains 


- heavy, indeed, not with their own, but 


with the weight- of their price ? All 
which the ſinfull and Apoſtate Angels 
diſcovered by their arts, when tumbling 
into Earthly contagion, they fell from 
their Celeſtial Vigor. It was they, 
who taught to Paint the Eye-brows 
with Black, and to daub the Cheeks 
with counterfeit red, and to alter the 
Hair with adulterated Colours, in a 
word, to beſmear'. all the Face and Head 
with the filth of their Paint. 

And now, indeed, for the fear and 
care Which Faith ſuggeſts to us, for the 
Love and tenderneſs, which our Brother- 
hood *requires of us, I think that not 
onely Virgins, or Widdows, but alſo 

d Waves, 


| 


what God had formed im man may be | 
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( 21 ) 
Wives, and alt fort of Women, are to 
be admoniſhed, that the ſhou'd by no 
means ſuffer their form and ſhape, which 


| 15 the work of God, to be Adulterated, 
' either with Yellow colour, or Black 
. duſt, or. Red, or any other Ointment 


whatſoever, which defaces the Na 
tural Linements and the handework 
of the Creator. 
- God ſays; tet us make Man 
after oxr own Image and like- Gen. 1. 
neſs; and will any ay be ſo 
bold as to alter and change that which 
he has made ? they lay Violent hands 
upon God, when they preſume to re- 
form and disfigure what he has form'd ; 
not underſtanding that what ever is 
born is the work of God, but what e- 
ver is altered is the work of the Devil. 
If a Skillfal Limner had, drawn a Pic- 
ture, and with exquiſite Colours int- 
ted, tothe Liſe, every Feature and Lin- 
cament in the Bod 7, and that another, 
pretending more skill, wou'd lay hands 
« tg: it, in order to Mend the Work, 
the former doubtleſs wou'd think him- 
lf injured and wou'd be jultly of- 
fended : 


(22) 


fended : and do. you think; your raſh 


Preſumption will cleape un unibed,nho 


dares lay hands on apiece drawn by the 
hands of the Almighty ? For tho' Bl 
be not Lewd, nor Neaodeſt in wy 

of Men, far : on F Proſtitute. K7-t 
_ neverthe  adultreſs w by you 


f- ink to Adorn, and ſet yea 
out, but in the mean time you inp 
the Divine work, and falſifie the frat, | 
The words of the Apoſtle cienth 
| . Inftructeth in this: Purge out 
I. Cor. ſays He the old Leaven, that 
ye may be anew Lump, as 6 are 
wile avened', for even Chrift our Paſs0utr 
is ; Sacrifced for-us. Therefore let us kte). 
the Feaſt, not with. ald Leaven, ne 


rrupt and Violate the work: of God, | 


4 


with the Leaven of Malice and Wicked: | 


neſs, pad: with the unleauened breadof ſm: 
certt y and Truth. :Can ſincerity c 
truth perſiſt, when that that is ſincere 15 
Pollutcd with Adulterated Colours, and 
truth witly Sophiſticated Ointments 1s 
cl Tg into a lye? Your ur Lo and 


u.cannot make 
n i your Rr ik White or Black; = you 


( 23) 
to. convince your Maſters words, and 
lhew your one kill to be greater, wou'd. 
=o a raſh pr tpy tin qmr 6 
Our | alr; aSa e prelage 
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' den hair; and you fin (© wickedneſs 
| Inyour Head th: 2 


1, that is to ſay, in the moſt 
precious part of your Body ; and as it 


| Written of the Lord : Hz 


Head, andthe Hair of his head. ApoC. 2. 
mw White like Wool or Snow z 

you abhor that hoarineſs, you deteſt 
that 'Whiteneſs : which is Ike to the 
Lords head. Are not you affraid, pray, 
vhen the day. of Judgment comes, that 
your Maker will not know you; and 


| Wwhen.you come to the Promiſed Re- 
' Wards will turn you away, and ſhut 
| you out, ſaying: this is not my work, 


this Image is- not Ming ;, you have. pol- 
ig your Skin with Ele Paite, you 
bayealtered yon bair with Adulterated 
Colours, you have taken a falſe Face 
for your -own, your Figure is carrup- 
ted, your Countenance altered, you can- 
not ke .Gpd,, ſince . you have not. the 
Eyes whiglh were, by. God, L.- 
whic 


* 1n_ my opinion, to be reckon 


|: CHI EG 

which were infected by the Devij® 
eu have followed, the Blaſcing "int 
ainted eyes of tlie Serpent you hay 

Immitated, by your enemy you h 


been Arefſed, and with' him- you' ſhalt | 


burn. ' Are not theſe things, 1" beech | 
you, tobe conſidered by the Seryant, 


of God ?: Are not theſe hourly and day. | 


ly to be feared ? Let Married women 
have a care how they flatter themſelves 
with a vain pretence of pleaſing their 
Husbands, whom, when they produce 
for their excuſe, they joyn in the Guilt 
of their Criminal condeſcention.- I- 
deed Virgins, ( whoſe 'good this dif 
courſe chiefly Conſults, ) which' ſets 
themſelves out with ſuch art, are not, 
ed among 
Virgins : but like Mangy Cattle,or Scab | 
by ſheep: ought to be driven and chasd 
from the pure and Holy fold of Virg- 
nity; leſt they ſt.ou'd infeR, or pollute 
the reſt by their Contagion, whillt they 
live ryan, = them. And fince our put: 
poſe is to ſeek what is good for chaſte 
minds, let us ſhun whatever is perniciow 
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| | fant or Merry, where 


; (25) 
- pas thoſe things by, which being intro- 


duced by a certain negligence, do u- 
furp a kind of Liberty contrary to mo- 
deft and ſober Behaviour. Some Vir- 
gins are not aſham'd to be preſent at 
Weddings, and with the Laſcivious di- 
ſcourſes Generally practiſed on ſuch 
Occaſions, to mix immodeſt words, to 
hear what is not becomming,to obſerve 
what is not lawful to be told,to be pre- 
ſent at obſcene words and Drunken 
Feaſts wherewith the Flames of Luſts 
are kindled, and the Bride encouraged 
to ſuffer the loſs of her Maiden-head, 
and the Bridegroom prompted to the 
confidence of taking it. 

What place is there for her at 
Weddings, who -has not a mind to 
Marry? or how can they be plea- 

ſich diffe- 

rent and oppoſite wiſhes and deſires 
do meet ? What is there learnt? 
what is there ſeen ? how much does 
a Virgin fail in her purpoſe who, 
was modeſt when ſhe came, but im- 
modeſt departing ? tho' the is chaſte 
m body and mind, = in her Eyes, in 
er 


( 26 ) | 


her Ears , im- her Tongue ſhe i; * 
nok, 
* But what of thoſe Virgins, who 
Promiſcuoufly with thoſe of the other 
7 ſex go to Baths ? who Proftitute their 
I - Bodies, which they had before & 
| voted to Chaftity and Modeſty, to 
the Luſt of J.acivious Eyes, who 
when they ſee and are ſeen naked 
by Men, do they not Adminiſter : 
emptation to wickedneſs ? doesnet | 
fach objects, ſollicit and Invite the 
beholders to corrupt and defile them! 
But one will ſay, let every one ke 
to what Intention he comes there; 
| for my part, Ihave no ether but ty 
| waſh and refreſh my Body. That | 
plea does not purge you ; nor & 
; cuſe the crime of your Laſciviouswas | 
ronneſs, Such a Bath does not walk 
| but ſully you, nor does it Cleank 
F your Members but Defite them, yu 
| ſook at none Laſcivioufly, but you 
Þ : your Self are Laſcivioully Look 
"F008" ed upon: you do' not pleaſe your 
Þ eyes, with any foul object, but 
| | being the object that pleaſes others, 
, you 
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your 


+ SITY | 
your Self is polluted: you make @ 
ſhew of the Bath, and the place where 
you meet is worſe than the Theatre. 
there all modeſty is put off together 
with your * cloaths, all modeſty 
and ſhame-facedneſs of the Body 1s 


? laid afide ; Virginity it ſelf is diſcover- 


ed even to be ſeen and handled. Now 
let me ſee, can you be modeſt amongſt 
Men when you are Clothed, you, 1 


| ſay, whoſe nakedneſs has incouraged 


them-to attempt your Chattity ? 

I'ts for this reaſon the Church 
laments her Virgins, thus the Mourns 
for their -Infamons and deteftable 
faults, ſo the Flower of Virgins fad-. 
eth, the honor and Modefty.of Chaſti- 
tyiscut off, all their glory and worth 


; is profaned, Thus the devouring 


Enemy by his execrable arts inſmuates 
himſelf; thus the Devil Creeps in.in- 
ſenſibly : thus when Virgins go about 
decked and trim'd, they are ho more 
Virgins; being corrupted with their 
hidden diſgrace, they are Widdows 
defore they are Wives ;, they are a- 
Cultreſſes, not of Husbands bat of 

Ciz Chriit ; 


( 28 ) 
Chriſt; and according to the Me 
ſure ofthe reward which Virginsar 
to expect, ſo much ſhall they ſafe 

pains for the loſs of their Virginity, 
Hear me therefore as a Father, « 
Virgins; hear me, I beſeech you, in 
ſtructing and adviſing you, hear me 

for your own good and profit : be 

ſuch as God your Artificer has 

ou: Be ye ſuch as the Hands of your 
Hemrenty Father has ordained you, 
Let not the Face be- tainted, let the 
Neck be pure, the Countenance fin 
cere : Let not the Ears be wounded, 
nor the Neck or Arms tyed up with 
precious Chains of Pearl or ſtone, 
—— Let your feet be free from Gol. 
den featers your Hair from Sophiſti 
cated Colours. Let your Eyes be | 
worthy to look God in the Face, uk | 
Baths among Women whoſe conver | 
ation may render ſuch waſhings in 
nocent, avoid the wicked Feaſts, and 
Laſcivious Banquets of Weddings, 
whoſe very Contagion is dangerous 
You that isa Virgin, you that glory 
in ſerving the _ hou'd be above 
2 any 
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(C29) 
any thoughts of Immodeſt Apparc!, 
conquer your Gold, you that tri- 
ph over the Fleſh and the World. 


ump 
*Tis not ſurely the property of one 


and'the ſame, not to be. overcome in 

great, and yet- to* ſuccumb 
Mat. 7. in mean things. The way is 

ſtraight and narrow which 
leads ro life;, the path is high and dif- 
ficult which tends to glory : by this 
ſmall path the. Martyrs do pab, Vir- 
gins do go, and every one that is juſt 
do walk. Avoid the broad and fpaci- 
ous Way : there are Poiſonous plea- 
ſures, and mortal allurements : there 
the Devil flatters, that he may de- 
ceive ; pleaſes, that he may hurt; In- 
tices, that ' he may Kill.. The fruit 
of Martyrs, as the firſt, is an Hundred 


| fold; yours, as the Second is Sixty. 


And as their thoughts is not of the 
World or the Fleſh, nor their ſtrife 
little, light or delicate: fo Jet your 
comrage in ſuffering be next them, 
whoſe reward in glory is ranked in 
the Second place. 


4 It 


(30) 

It is not eaſy to attain to great 
things, how do we ſweat, how 
we labour, when we mount hilk 
or tops of Mountains? How gret 
ther ſhou'd our labour be, when me 
aſcend to Heaven ? if you conſide 
the reward that is promis'd your 
bour will come far ay of - In- 
mortality 1s given to him that pet 
ſevers 4 eternal Life is roi 
the Lord promiſeth a Kingdom. pre 
ſerve © Virgins that which ye beganto 
be. Keep that which ye will be. Great 
is the reward which attends 
great is the peice of Virtue, and ve 
ry great is the reward of Chaſt | 

ou'd you know how' great are the 
evils Virtue wants, and the good it 

fleſſeth. I will multiply, 
iays God to the Woman thy 17. Gen. 
Sorrow, and thy Conception: 3. 
In ſorrow thou fhalt bring 
forth Children : and this deſire ſhal þ 
zo thy Husband, and he ſhall rule wn 
thee, Ye are free from that decree, 
Ye do not fear the ſorrow or groans 


————— 
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Yee in no ge of that Nature, 
neither is a Hus 

but Chriſt your Lord and Chief is 
inſtead of a Husband, whoſe Lot and 
Fortune is common to you, 


and your Maſter, 


py 
This is the voice of the Lord ſay- 


ing : The Children of this world Mar- 


ry, and are given in Marriage, but 
they which "9g be accounted worthy 
to obtain that World and the Reſur- 
rethion from the Dead, neither Marry, 
nar are given in Marriage, neither 
can they die any mare for they are equal 
unto the Angels, and are the Children 
of God, being the Children of the Re- 
urreftion. What we will, that ye 
now. begin to be. Ye do already in- 


jy - the glory of the Reſurrection. 


Ye paſs through the World without 
the Worlds infection, Whilſt ye 
perſevere in Chaſtity, ye are equal 
to the Angels of God ; provided your 
Chaſtity be pure and unſpoted ; and 
that as1t begun ſtoutly, ſo it may laſt 
continually, and affect no Ornaments 
of Jewels or Pearls but of good man-. 
ners, Look up on God and _—_ 
an 


/ 


(32) 

and: do not abaſe thoſe Eyes lifted w, 
to the' Conſideration of Carnal 
cupiſcence or Earthly things. 

Thefirſt decree Commands toe: 
ecaſe and Multiply : the Second ad- 
viſes Continence. When the World 
was- in the beginning empty and ur- 
peopled, it was neceſſary to Propagate 
and multiply Mankind that the earth 
might be inhabited : but now finct 
the 'World is repleniſhed, ſuch as hare 
the gift of continence,make themſelves 
Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven, 
This the Lord commandeth not, but 
exhorteh. Nor doth he impoſe a ne- 
ceility apon us, fince he left ns a free 
wilt 'to nfe it. But ſeeing there are 
a great many Manſions with the Fz- 


r. he wou'd ſhew us which of them: | 


are the beſt : Ye thirſt after theſe belt 
Manſions, and if you mortifie the de 
fires of the Fleſh, you will get the 
reward of a greater grace in Heaven, 
Indeed as many as attained to thatd- 
vine Benefit of ſacred Baptiſm, have 
by the grace of thar Sacrament put of 


the old man, and being renewed p 
tc. 


—_ 


__ 


('33:) 


the Holy Ghoſt, are cleanſed from the 
Filth of the old contagion by a new 
Regeneration.” But ye,who have caſt 
off the defires of Fleſh and Blood, have 
a greater title to.the Sanftity and 
purity of that Regeneration, whilt 

e keep the things only that are of 

irtue and of the Spirit. It's the voice 
of the Apoſtle, whom the Lord calls 
his choſen Veſſel, and whom he ſent 
topromulgat his Heavenly commands : 
The firſt man is of the Earth, Earthy : 
the ſecond is the Lord from Heaven : 


'| 4 # the Earthy, ſuch are they alſo that 


are Exrthy: and as is the Heavenly, 
ſuch are they alſo that are — 
| and as we es born the image of the 
Exrthy, we ſhall alſo bear the Image 
of the Heavenly, This Image Vir- 


|ginity bears, ſo doth integrity, lo doth 


Truth and Holyneſs. Such as are 
mindful of the Diſcipline of the Lord, 
ch as joyn Religion with Juſtice ; 


the | 


.'| hehas are ſtead-faſt in Faith, humble 
. \nfear, ſtrong in Sufferings, mild in 


of 


tearing injuries, prompt in doing 


by', orks of Mercy, unanimous in rs 


and concord do bear this Image. AF 
which 0 good Virgins, ye oughtulif 
obſerve, Love and fullfl ; ye wh 
having leaſure to ſerve God I's 
do with a greater and more excel 
part go before to the Lord to wh 
ye are Conſecrated, Ye thatareB | 
der inſtruct the Younger, ye thatun 
Younger aſſiſt the Elder, exciteyal | 
equals, ſtir up one an other withl 
tual Exhortations, proyoke to Glory 
with documents of Emulation in Vit 
tue. Endure ſtoutly, go on Spun 
ally, arrive Hapily. And rememb@ 
me, when your Virginity begits! 
be Crowned. | | | 
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